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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his 

presence with singing.  Know ye that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise; be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  For the Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.    Psalm 100 
  
On the evening of Sunday, May 22nd, St. Peter’s was blessed to host the African Children’s Choir in our 
midst.  Fifteen Ugandan girls and boys, between the ages of eight and 11 sang and danced their hearts out 
with big smiles on their faces, sharing not only a concert but a worship of God with people they did not 
know, in a land quite different and far from their own.  They did so with joy, serving the Lord with 
gladness, coming into God’s presence with singing and seeking to take us to the Lord’s feet along with 
them.  For those that opened themselves to experiencing the presence of God in a new way (through these 
little children), the event was beautiful and humbling and the joy of the children…contagious. 

  
Contagious, joy-filled worship of God.  You know, often we think about our worship of God more as a 
personal duty:  we go to worship rather than allowing worship to come out of us.  When we feel we can’t 
worship properly (whatever each of us thinks that to be), we tend to point fingers at music or preaching, 
specific liturgy elements or lack there of, blaming these things for our inability to “worship,” as if 
worship is something we are to be given.  But worship is not a show or a gift to us; it is our gift to God.  It 
comes not through a worship order we find in our bulletins, but an attitude we carry through the doors of 
this church and back out into the world. 
  
Do we carry the attitude of Psalm 100 with us as we walk into and out of our church?  Do we turn to God, 
or do we leave the turning to God?  Do we live worship in a way that it flows forth from us in evident and 
contagious ways, or do we just go to this time/event in our church that we call “worship?”  Do we wait for 
someone to give us worship, or do we come, expecting to see God because we have constantly reminded 
ourselves that God is here, with us, and worthy of our praise.  Because if we do, then we will be living 
worship unto God. 
  
If you haven’t felt yourself worship God lately (whether you’ve been to 52 worship services in the last 
year or zero), I’d like to invite you to read the words of Psalm 100 every morning for the next week or 
month and allow the words to then flow into a prayer to God.  Here is mine this morning: 
  
“Heavenly creator, I thank you for the contagious joy of your faithful people, young and old, that in its 
witness unto you, breaks through my thick head at important times to remind me who I am and more 
importantly, whose I am.  I am yours.  You have made me; I have not made myself.  You have created me 
with love and joy.   

 

Continued on page 2 
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 All too often God, I allow the love and joy that you poured into me to dissipate as I dwell on my own selfish desires and needs.  I 
wait to be served, I want what I want, I worship myself…even when I’m supposed to be worshiping you.  Help me, God.  Give 
me the attitude of Psalm 100 more and more each day.  Help me to remember that I live my life for you, and I should, therefore, 
be constantly looking for you, not allowing my attitude to cease my worship of you or relegate it to an hour a week.  May wor-
ship of you come to flow so freely out of me, that others notice the stream and are led to follow the stream to its source – You, 
and you alone, the giver of life.” 
  
A special thank you to the members of St. Peter’s and Peace Lutheran that helped make the African Children’s Choir Concert 
possible – our wonderful Social Concerns Ministry Team members, those who hosted children and chaperones in their homes, all 
that provided snacks and meals, those that came to the concert and those that invited others to come too.  Thank you for pouring 
faith-filled joy back onto these little ones who poured their joy of faith so freely in our midst. 
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If you have ever considered yourself a person of great curiosity, 
having a passion for learning almost any subject, admiring true 
Renaissance Men or Women, then we have a great opening for 
you. Join like-minded folks for informal gatherings at the 
Washington Riverfront Park on Thursdays at 7:00 for a general 
sharing of ideas, talents, interest and skills. Each week, a spe-
cial presenter will begin conversation on his or her acquired 
lifelong passion. Perhaps it is art, exegesis, military history, 
design, theatre, literature, music, the Elizabethan age, quantum 
physics, mechanics, sports and so on - this is for Jacks and 
Janes of All Trades, and Masters of Much or Not-Much. 

Initial gatherings will be led by Travis Molitor, an artist (whose 
works were displayed in our Atrium Gallery during Lent) & 
armchair scholar, Paul Koch, pastor & eclectic taster, Ed Mene-
fee, police captain & historian, Jennifer Molitor, theatre maven, 
and Joseph Stahl, Missouri Track Cyclist Champion. We wel-
come your (hidden?) talent, expertise and interest to be shared 
as well. Each week will be something different for you to learn 
about or explore. 

Slated dates for the Polymath Masters to gather are June 9, 16, 
30; July 7, 14, 21; August 4, 11, 18 (every Thursday except 

Sunset on the Riverfront nights.)  We will gather in or near the 
Rennick Pavilion depending on availability. Bring a lawn chair, 
basket, or cooler and enjoy beautiful sunsets and conversation. 
Everyone is welcome, especially your friends regardless of 
church affiliation. Please RSVP with your interest or questions 
to Pastor Paul at paul@stpeters-ucc.org. 
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Thanks to all who contribute generously to our Atrium/Debt Retirement Fund, as well as designated giving for special ap-
peals and fundraisers.  You give incredible witness to our vast outreach and service!  Besides these funds, our general opera-
tions fund (which quietly pays the bills) remains the lifeblood of our church’s ministry and missions.  With three years of 
hard financial times in our nation, the deaths of many significant givers, and a summer season ahead (in which giving is typi-
cally lower) our general fund struggles to meet budgeted obligations.  

To help St. Peter’s achieve a balanced budget for 2011 and meet current operational needs, please consider giving an extra 
gift to our general fund to sponsor a particular piece of our on-going ministry above-and-beyond your pledged giving.  If you 
like your charitable dollars going to a specific purpose, your church has any number of causes where your support is needed.   

Soon you will find the “Upside Down Christmas Tree” decorated for July.  On it, please find special giving ornaments that 
indicate an important aspect of ministry that you can sponsor or provide.  Please take an ornament (or more) and return it to 
the church office or place it in the offering plate with your contribution – or please review this list for examples.  Special 
acknowledgement of your sponsorship will be given in the church newsletter – unless preferred to be anonymous.  Thank 
you!! 

St. Peter’s Stewardship Board 

 

 

Your Gift The Ministry It Supports 

$1000 = Preschool, Kindergarten and Grades 1-5 Sunday school curriculum for a year 

$825  = One quarter’s supply of offering envelopes to church families 

$500 = These Days devotional booklets given free to shut-ins and families. 

$500 = A little more than 2% of Our Church’s Wider Missions (OCWM) giving 

$400 = A little more than one tenth of postage needed each year 

$300  = The cost equivalent for each worship service on Saturday 

$300 = Bibles for third graders 

$260  = Roughly, the cost of each months phone and internet service 

$200  = One year of curriculum for Confirmation and Middle School Classes 

$200 = One year’s supply of Care Notes given to people hospitalized, facing stressful  situations and for members, 
  guests, Food Panty patrons and passers-by 

$180  = The church’s support of a child going for one week of Christian education and fellowship at Camp MoVal. 

$175 = Adult Sunday school curriculum for nine months 

$100  = Postage to mail the newsletter and weekly sermons for one month. 

$100   = One week’s stipend for our student minister to supplement her education bills 

$75 = One tenth of the average monthly electric bill. 

$75 = Snacks and theme-related food lessons during Vacation Bible School 

$50 = Cost of a cake for Confirmation or other special receptions. 

$30  = The purchase of one new choir anthem for half of the choir. 

$25 = Duplication costs for each week’s church bulletin. 
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Bike & Build Returns to St. Peter’s for 
Summertime Fun!�
For the third year in a row, a team of cyclists will converge at 
St. Peter’s as a part of their cross-country tour to raise aware-
ness for Habitat for Humanity.  Twenty to 30 young adults 
(just on the team that will visit us) have dedicated their sum-
mer to ride coast-to-coast for a purpose.  We have an opportu-
nity to meet them, learn from them and have a great time on 
Tuesday, June 21.  There are several ways you can participate: 

�  Come to a Potluck meal and share table fellowship 
with the cyclists at 6:00.  (Please bring extra food to 
share; our cyclists will be very hungry.) 

�  Listen to their program and testimonies of who they 
are, their journey, and what they can tell us about 
Habitat at 6:30 – including emerging efforts right here 
in Washington! 

�  Bring your bicycle as you’ll get a free safety and 
maintenance inspection at 7:00. 

�  Join in a fun ride on the Riverfront Trail at 7:15. 

�  Contact Pastor Paul to join our Bicyclist Hospitality 
Ministry Team to help in other areas. 

We are proud that St. Peter’s has been recognized by many 
cyclists across the nation as being exceptionally hospitable in 
willingly providing shelter, showers and food (and we get to 
share about our beautiful town, region and congregation to 
them). 

 

 

Kites to Catch Pentecost Spirit 
Our annual celebration of Pentecost returns with Donna 
Houchins sharing her vast collection of kites.  During Family 
Sunday on June 12, children will have their worship enhanced 
by adjourning to the auditorium to learn about kite flying and 
even flying kites indoors!  Adults in worship will experience a 
special Pentecost message and commissioning during holy 
communion. 
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Addresses Needed!!! The Graduate/Military     
Personnel Ministry Team and St. Peter’s wants to stay        
connected with those who live away from the Washington 
area. Please send us addresses and emails so we can stay in 
touch with you or those who attend school, serve in the           
military, or just live away from home. We want you to know 
those who are away are in our thoughts and prayers even 
though miles may separate us. Send addresses to                    
marciakoch@yahoo.com 

Marcia Koch and Ed Menefee 

Graduate/Military Personnel Ministry Team 

Another summer is upon us and your help with Summer Sunday School would be greatly appreciated. Invite another member to 
partner with you and share the joy. 

Your curriculum can be picked up the week before you teach. Or, if you have a special talent or idea, flexibility is the rule and 
you can run with it! Please call Pastor Leah with your suggestion. 

The Class is a one-room schoolhouse style with students from Pre-School to Fifth Grade. 

A sign-up sheet for teachers is in the Atrium. We welcome your participation! 

The pastors are in discussion with possible leaders to continue the Sunday morning adult class. Your suggestions are appreciated 
as we seek to continue the fine learning traditions offered by the Nourses plus discover new opportunities for the summer and 
fall. We thank John and Audrey for their dedication and wish them well in Wisconsin until they return back to Missouri in      
December. 

Your Board of Christian Education 

(�**����+**�,	�
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WHAT IF God is big enough to 
love all and exclude none?                                                                                                                              

Monthly Minders 

Communion is served the first weekend of each month.                                                                            
The first weekend of the month is the food pantry collection.                                                                   

The first weekend of the month is the aluminum can collection.                                                                  
The MPS (Merchandize Pickup Service) Box is in the parking lot.                                                                 

   Schnucks escrip cards - inquire at Schnucks for more information.                                                               
Sign up for being a liturgist /altar flowers and/or bulletins on a new worship bulletin board in the rear of the sanctuary.                                    

If you are hospitalized and want the pastors to know, please call 239-6176.                                                                                         
Please don’t assume the pastors know about your health concerns or need for a visit.     
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Since 1992, the Missouri Mid-South Conference and the North 
Middlesex Area Council (now North Eastern Regional Mission 
Council) of the United States in Jamaica and the Cayman Is-
lands have agreed to celebrate a covenant of partnership in mis-
sion. The year 2012 marks the partnership’s 20th anniversary. 

The partners desire to share the Gospel, exchange educational 
experiences and enrich/broaden perspectives and global under-
standings. Work teams undertake projects to share personal 
skills while building faith and friendship relationships. 

There are opportunities for churches in our conference to have a 
personal relationship. Churches may wish to share audio or 
video worship services, special music, establish a pen pal pro-
gram, clergy or delegation exchange, liturgical renewal, vaca-
tion Bible school or work camps. It is also possible to partner 

with a church with a specific goal or outreach program such as 
a pre-school, elementary, middle or trade school, health clinic 
summer camp, orphanage or building construction project. 

Our group here in Missouri meets regularly and anyone inter-
ested is invited to attend. We frequently meet at St. Peter’s (see 
church calendar for dates and times). We encourage travel be-
tween Missouri and Jamaica and since the onset of the partner-
ship, there have been many visits back and forth. The most re-
cent was in October 2010, when eight delegates visited Jamaica 
and connected with The Pringle Home (home for girls), Mt. 
Olivette (home for boys), and Old Road School & Church. 

Submitted by,                                                                                   
Nancy Croson and the Social Concerns Committee 
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Cemetery Board Minutes 
The Cemetery Board met on May 3 with the following mem-
bers present: Mike Carey, Dennis Borgman, Billy Howard, 
Chuck Patterson, Alvin Gerling, Byron Stolte - Sexton, and 
Roger Fleer - council rep., absent was Hank Anderson. 

The minutes and Treasurer’s reports were read and approved.  

Old Business: Byron purchased a roller and a sprayer for use at 
the cemetery. Regarding the tree in doubt, Hillerman suggests 
cutting out all the dead wood and salvage the tree for now. 

Regarding the Galls on the pin oak trees, professionals advise 
that the treatment we talked about does not work on mature 
trees. 

New Business: Byron and Mike said they will cut the dead 
wood on the tree we have been discussing. 

Next meeting will be at the cemetery starting at 6 p.m. on June 
7, 2011. 

Submitted by,                                                                                    
Bill Howard 

 

Quilting News 
The Festival of Sharing quilt is out of the frame and will be 
displayed in the Atrium sometime soon. 

There is a new quilt in the frame which belongs to the Friends 
of Emmaus. They are quilting it here and would like help from 
anyone who is a Friend of Emmaus. 

One twin quilt is completed and we will begin to quilt the 
other one that is for the Emmaus Bazaar. Don’t forget we can 
always use new quilters. 

This month’s quote: Lessons Learned to Celebrate Growing 
Older: author unknown 

“Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what 
their journey is all about.” 

Submitted by,                                                                                 
Judy Eickmeyer and the Quilters 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
We now have a grand total of what the rummage sale netted 
for this year after all expenses were made.  We made a total 
amount of $2835.  A big thank you for everyone who donated 
their items and helped with the rummage sale itself.   

Our next meeting will be June 9th at 8:30 in the Washington 
park west pavilion.  We will have a brunch & meeting after-
wards.  All food will be furnished and if you want coffee you 
will need to bring your own.  We will be playing a game of 

bingo and a wrapped gift of $3.00 or more will need to be 
brought as a prize if you wish to play.   

All women are invited to the Holstein luncheon on June 23rd. 
The car pool will leave from the church at 10:30 a.m.  A sign 
sheet will be in the church office if you are interested in going, 
the price is $3.00.  Please sign up on or before June 9th so we 
can get a count of how many will be going.   

The women's breakfast at Cowan's will be on June 16th at 9 
a.m.  Then we will be off for the next 2 months.   

There is a small roaster missing from the kitchen.  Please 
check your cabinets at home.  We would greatly appreciate it if 
it was returned, thank you. 

Submitted by,                                                                                
Cheryl Keller 

�

I want to thank everyone who has contributed stamps for our 
stamp project. This is an ongoing project so please continue 
saving your cancelled stamps. They are taken to Germany by 
New Haven people who visit New Haven’s sister city. They 
are then taken to Bethel bei Bielefeld which is a place similar 
to our Emmaus Home.  

Thanks again,                                                                                                                  
Marie Martin                                                                                
Women’s Fellowship 

 

Prayer Network Ministry Team 
We will meet on June 1 at 10 a.m. All are welcome both to 
join us as a caller and also to call the church office at 636-239-
6176, Dorothy, or Marge with any prayer concerns or requests 
for yourself or others. 

For more information, call Dorothy Althage at 239-3574 or 
Marge Jones at 239-7752. 

A Thought: God, pour out your blessing on all children in 
every corner of the world. Amen. 

Submitted by,                                                                                    
Dorothy Althage 
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Thanks again,                                                                                                                  

Food Pantry 
We want to thank everyone who made donations to the Food 
Pantry in April. Thank you to:  Don and Phyllis Northington, 
Joline Logan, Bondie Heidmann, Mel and Betty Edwards, 
Dave Butler, Elmer and Eleanor Fleer, Lori Sehrt, and Alvin 
and Marian Gerling. 

 The United Way organized a peanut butter and jelly collection 
in April. We received peanut butter and jelly from collections 
at the Four Rivers Vocational School, Fifth Street School, Im-
manuel Lutheran School, and The Bank of Washington.  
Thank you to everyone who donated peanut butter and jelly.  

 On Saturday, May 14, the Post Office held their annual food 
drive.  They collected over 8,000 pounds of food which was 
divided between our food pantry and Borgia Food Pantry.  
Thank you to everyone who donated food, and we especially 
want to thank the postal workers, and all of our volunteers who 
helped to sort and box the food.  As always, our food pantry 

volunteers are the ones who keep the pantry running.               

Judy Schneider Food Pantry Coordinator 

 

Musical Notes 
Thank you to the following people for providing Special Mu-
sic in May: Hank Anderson, Vince Sanfilippo, Cecil 
Blankenship, Maggie Noud, and Carol Muench (sub organist 
for the 29th). 

The tentative schedule for June is: 

6-5 Patti Fleer 

6-12 Maggie Noud 

6-19 Vince Sanfilippo 

6-26 Leah Bilinski 

Levere Barnett-Director of Music 
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“Create a Living Legacy. Have you remembered                                    
St. Peter’s in your will?” 
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“Your Life, Better” Book Series 
The Pilgrim Press e-newsletter has joined the UCC’s communication ministry. It’s vision is reaching out to serve the people in 
the pews. A book series offering transformative, creative, and straightforward suggestions to add spirituality to everyday experi-
ences. It offers timely, practical tips to help readers personalize their faith journeys. 

Web users now will be able to get even more of what they want, building on the “Feed Your Spirit” page on www.ucc.org, and 
the UCC’s “Request a Prayer” page on Facebook.   
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Vacation Bible School 2011 

          Children’s Registration Form  
                                    Please use one form per family�

Children:  Ages 3 – entering 6 th grade  

(childcare available for younger ones) 

Cost: $8 per child suggested 

(youth entering grades seven and up, please see the youth volunteer  

registration form) 
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�Parent/Guardian Name(s) _________________________________________________ 

 
�Address _______________________________________________________________ 

Street and number                     City                                 State        Zip 

 
�Telephone (home) _________________________(cell)__________________________ 

 
��In case of emergency, contact:  ____________________________________________________ 
    Name     telephone number 

�Person other than parent/guardian authorized to pick-up youth: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 Relative or Friend                                                                   telephone numbers 

	I hereby give permission for medical examination/treatment if I cannot be reached in an emergency. 

______________________________________                       _______________                                                    
Parent/Guardian Signature                                     Date 

Return registration form by July 1, 2011 to St. Peter’s UCC, PO Box  510 / 20 E. Fifth St. Washington, MO 63090  

 St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, Washington 

Vacation Bible School 2011 
 Dates:  July 17-21                                    

     Time:  6 p.m. – 8 p.m 

                                                                    

Youth Assistant Registration Form  
Must have completed at least sixth grade 

 
�Youth’s Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
�Birth Date: _____/_____/_____    Age ______   Grade just completed _________ 

 
�E-mail Address where youth can be best reached:____________________________ 

 
�# in youth’s family attending the July 17th, 5 p.m. base camp kick-off dinner:________ 

 
�Allergies or other conditions which may limit activity for this youth: 

 
��Please circle the classes and/or activities you prefer to work with: 

 

Preschool   Middle School   Games 

Young Elementary  Music    Bible Adventures 

    Crafts    Snacks 

���������
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