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· Have you remembered St. Peter’s UCC in your will?   

· Are you the owner of a vacation home, real estate, a vehicle, or stock that you no longer 
use and you’d consider donating it to St. Peter’s as a gift? 

· Have you considered naming the church as the beneficiary on your life insurance policy 
or taking out a new policy for this purpose?   

· Would you appreciate learning more about how a gift annuity or deferred gift annuity 
can benefit both you and your church?  The UCC’s financial development ministry has 
a program to help you do this. 

· Have you ever considered an income gift that would provide enough income to perpetu-
ate your annual pledge after you die and always be remembered?   

· Have you lost a loved one through death and might like to establish a memorial for this 
person?   

For more information on any of these gifts or memorials, please contact your financial advisor.  
If you do not have one, contact one of our ministers who can put you in touch with the United 
Church of Christ Financial Development Ministry.     
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The big fundraiser for Emmaus is the annual bazaar sponsored by the Friends of Emmaus.  The 
Friends meet only twice a year (spring and fall) and membership is open to anyone interested 
in promoting and continuing the wonderful work of Emmaus. 

For the past 38 years, the bazaar has been held on the 2nd Sunday in October. However, this 
year, due to a timing conflict with the United Way, the date has been changed to October 30. 
Since the date still falls within the United Way blackout period, in 2012 the annual event will 
be held in late spring or early summer. 

For years, members of St. Peter’s have provided desserts and have served the dining room 
meal. Social Concerns has agreed to coordinate this event and we look forward to our contin-
ued involvement in 2011. Recently, Social Concerns donated $500 to Emmaus so they were 
able to purchase four new kitchen carts but other food-related items are needed. We will be 
asking for donations in the future.   

Submitted by,                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Nancy Croson and the Social Concerns Committee 

�����"��������	�#�$����	�



� ��
 ��� � � ��� 
�
� �� �� 
��
��
� �

�
�
�
�

�

Conference Annual Gathering (CAG), June 10-11 

On June 10 and 11, Patty Wood and I attended the Missouri Mid-South Conference’s annual gathering, held at Drury University 
in Springfield this year.  Both of us served as delegates to this meeting from our congregation.   

The event included business meetings, worship, workshops, times for sharing ideas and building connections with other U.C.C. 
congregations across Missouri and of Little Rock and Memphis.  Of immediate benefit to St. Peter’s was a workshop that Patty 
attended on churches and the tool of online social networking that has prompted St. Peter’s to start a Facebook page.  I attended 
a workshop on the Creative Faith Project in which our conference is currently engaged as an effort to promote and sustain con-
gregational vitality.  I heard what other churches were doing to keep worship meaningful and relevant, and I was fed by the 
shared vision moving through the Spirit in the room.   

As the Missouri Mid-South Conference Secretary, I took about nine hours of minutes (whew!) over the course of the CAG    
business meetings and a conference council meeting that took place prior to the event, stopping to vote for and against various 
motions.   

Two of the greatest concerns of delegates going into this conference gathering were 1) the conference’s financial outlook and 
budget for the coming year and 2) the sustainability of our mission and ministry through Camp Mo-Val and Shannondale.   

Delegates were pleased to hear that though we aren’t out of the figurative woods on either front, we have made some significant 
steps in the right direction as a conference of churches.  Although the trend of churches to reduce giving to the wider church 
through “Our Church’s Wider Mission” (OCWM) offerings continues, the conference is still here, still doing our important 
work as a group of wider churches, still reaching out to one another in joyous and difficult times and together, being a strong 
and faithful voice to the communities we serve. Gifts from a few church closings have strengthened the conference endowment 
fund, spending has been reduced, and the need lessened for financial support of our Outdoor Ministries programs.  Camp Mo-
Val alone has reduced the amount by which it has needed subsidization in the past by over 50% in just three, short years, while 
Shannondale has made similar strides.  Fundraising efforts, increased directed giving and tightened purse strings have all helped 
to make this possible.   

The general, positive outlook from a Camp Mo-Val Interim Board of Directors operating for the past year and a half (of which, 
Pastor Paul was a part) was also affirmed by the Conference Council.  It was also shared that the search for a new Director of 
Camp Mo-Val is set to begin at the end of the summer.  As a Conference Council member who has helped to compile the new 
position description for the Director of Camp Mo-Val and is assisting efforts to put together a search committee, I can tell you 
that I am very excited about the journey ahead for Camp Mo-Val. 

I am equally excited about the journey ahead for our entire conference of churches here in Missouri Mid-South.  May the mis-
sion of Christ continue to guide our way as we seek to ever better embrace the Kingdom of God on earth!  

�
General Synod, June 30-July 5 

�
I am extremely appreciative to St. Peter’s for the opportunity to attend our United Church of Christ’s national gathering this 
year.  I hadn’t attended General Synod as a formal visitor since I was a high school youth, and there was much that I learned   
and gained from the experience. 
 
The time was rich and full, from business sessions to worship services, workshops to observing committees discuss, pray and 
deliberate over how to proceed in recommendations to General Synod delegates, from learning of resources to better our 
Church to making connections that will strengthen me as a minister for our church, from participating in a flash mob evangel-
ism effort to participating in a peaceful protest for a one cent increase in the wages underpaid tomato pickers are still fighting to 
receive from certain distributors to supermarkets. 
�
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I love the way our denomination seeks to put faith into action, boldly asking the hard questions that require hard looks at whether 
our daily walks of life, the decisions we make, the ways we interact with our world in small and large ways – are answering the 
biblical mandate, “And what does the LORD require of you?  But to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with 
your God (Micah 6:8).”  In a world where Christianity has for many morphed into a religion of insular, self-aggrandizing beliefs, 
I am proud to be a part of a denomination so thoroughly committed to the broader picture of community shown us in Jesus 
Christ’s words and life.  God has a vision for the world, and everything we do and are about should include the ongoing discern-
ment and prophetic witness to that vision, continuing to be planted in our midst by our still-speaking God. 

While I do not have the space to fully report on each and every resolution adopted by our delegates to General Synod 28, I invite 
you to explore the resolutions on your own via www.ucc.org.  If you do not have access to the internet, I would be more than 
happy to print out any resolution in which you have particular interest, and I would be glad to discuss any of the resolutions with 
you after you have had a chance to read them.  As you read them, please remember that General Synod seeks to speak from the 
churches (through delegates) and to the churches, but not for the churches.  There were resolutions passed with which I both 
agreed and disagreed, but in all circumstances, I choose to faithfully embrace the dialogue to which the resolutions call me.  I do 
so because of God’s call to humanity to embrace covenant – with God, other human beings and communities of faith, embracing 
our differences without hiding them, faithfully engaging one another in all our blessed diversity, because God values each and 
every one of us, and I should too.  I believe this an especially important message to live in a world and country where differences 
of opinion are becoming less and less valued, more and more people are turning to violence rather than dialogue for “resolution” 
and the whispers of the Holy Spirit cannot be heard for all our shouting.  May we, as Christians, ever seek to listen better – to one 
another and our still speaking, still moving God who never loses hope in us. 

Resolutions submitted from across our denomination by conferences, individuals and ministries that were passed by General 
Synod 28 included the following: 
· “Common Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Baptism” (a historic, ecumenical agreement now approved by the United 

States Council of Catholic Bishops, the Reformed Church of America, the Christian Reformed Church, the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., and now, the U.C.C., honoring the validity of baptisms performed in one another’s denominations – already 
long in practice in the U.C.C.), 

· “On Actions of Hostility Against Islam” (in response to the rising prevalence of extreme anti-Muslim prejudice in our 
world), 

· “A Resolution to Form a Theological Forum” (to serve as a resource to our wider Church in helping it with the work it has 
committed to do in our Constitution preamble), 

· “A Covenant for Church Youth Ministries” (a set of promises to support those in youth ministry), 
· “Putting Our Money Where Our Values Are: Evaluating Church Financial Responsibility” (a call to churches to be mindful 

of the ethical practices of financial institutions with which we do business), 
· “Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty” (a “just peace” call to the U.C.C. and its churches to petition the U.S. Senate in 

ratifying this treaty), 
· “Affirming Health Care Coverage for U.C.C. Authorized Ministers and Their Families” (in support of churches justly offer-

ing coverage not just to clergy, but their families as well), 
· “The Right of LGBT Parents to Adopt and Raise Children” (a response to the 460,000 children waiting for adoption in the 

U.S., calling for the support such adoptions), 
· “A Call for a Reflection and Advocacy on Behalf of the Democratic Republic of Congo” (in response to the violent conflicts 

and human rights abuses), 
· “In Support of the Release of Puerto Rican Political Prisoners” (activists imprisoned for actions promoting Puerto Rican in-

dependence, one for over 30 years, the other suffering from Parkinson’s), 
· “Supporting International Human Rights Related to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity” (in response to the discrimina-

tion, violence and abuse against such individuals in countries where such abuse is not prohibited and sometimes, politically, 
socially and religiously sanctioned), 

· “Resolution for Mindful and Faithful Eating” (a call for faithful consideration of our food choices related to social, environ-
mental and economic justice issues), 

· “Amendments to the Constitution Related to Governance,” and “Amendments to the Bylaws Related to Governance” (both 
of which included a suggested move to “unified governance” at the national level, in response to reduced funding and alter-
native ways in which our national church might faithfully operate – must now be approved by 2/3 of our conferences for 
ratification). 

Whew!  And there you have it, folks – our conference and national church bodies – our Wider Church at work.  Thank you again 
for the opportunity to witness and share in a broader community of Christians to which we are a part.       



Having a life-long passion for both dogs and photography, Rob 
Lewis left his career in medical marketing management to start 
a dog photography business. As a prelude to Washington's 
Doggy Dip on August 15th, Mr. Lewis' Canine photographs 
will be exhibited in the Atrium Gallery at St. Peter's United 
Church of Christ in Washington from August 1 through Sep-
tember 1. 
 
Lewis explains, “Dogs have been a thing with me since child-
hood. At an early age I was taken by the expressiveness of a 
dog's face. I saw a wide range of expressions including, among 
others, happiness, concern, empathy, shame, and coyness. It is 
the range of facial expressions that I hope to capture with my 
camera.” Lewis maintains that most people who have taken a 
dog into their lives are very familiar with their dog's facial 
expressions and what they mean. “By working closely with my 
clients,” says Lewis “I try capturing an expression so familiar 
to my client so emblematic of who the dog is that even years 
later the picture provides a connection to a special dog who 
was a cherished part of his masters’ life.” 
 
Mr. Lewis comes to Washington by way of Melbourne Beach, 
FL where he started and managed the Cosmetic Plastic Surgery 
Center. Before that, he served as director of marketing with the 
American Society of Plastic Surgeons and as director of spe-
cialized communications with the American Medical Associa-

tion both in Chicago. 
 
Rob recently donated his services as a dog photographer 
through a silent auction benefiting the Wounded Warriors Pro-
ject. He has also volunteered with Loosen the Leash an organi-
zation pairing incarcerated children with rescued dogs, devel-
oping a sense of caring, and responsibility in troubled children. 
Currently he is assembling a group to establish a spay and neu-
ter clinic to serve Franklin, Gasconade, and Warren Counties. 
Rob can be contacted at 314-724-3224 and ra.lewis@live.com.�
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Rev. Koch shared the acronym PEPP in a recent sermon        
(first P generally is for People) as encouragement for excite-
ment and conviction in living out faith.  Having PEPP is inten-
tional.  This being so, he is grateful for the congregation sup-
porting his attending a recent ministerial conference in Nash-
ville and personal spiritual retreat in Huntsville with colleagues. 
                                                                                                      
At "Tell It!" Dr. Koch heard the nation's top preacher Dr. Fred 
Craddock (twice), church transformation expert Dr. Dick 
Hamm, famed Emerging Worship author Brian McClaren, Gen-
eral Secretary of the National Council of Churches  Dr. Michael 
Kinnamon, children's advocate  Marian Wright Edelman, noted 
Jewish New Testament scholar Amy Jill Levine, and many oth-
ers.  Homegrown musicians from Nashville and across the na-
tion graced the entire gathering for nightly lively celebra-
tions.  He attended many workshops and resource booths for 
several ideas on helping nurture spiritual engagement at our 

church.                                                                                                  

 
While in Alabama, Pastor Paul was privileged to relax and hike 
at a mountaintop private retreat (through good graces of col-
leagues) and learn about new exciting Celtic Christian pilgrim-
ages in Ireland and how the Irish 'saved Christianity' after the 
fall of Rome.  He spent one day to ride with community leaders 
and tour devastated areas in Harvest, AL from the spring torna-
does.  This included setting up FEMA and SBA relief centers in 
churches.  One thing stuck in his mind, because the Interfaith 
Mission Service had already existed in bringing congregations 
and races together along with civic and governmental groups, 
recovery was much quicker and efficient than in other affected 
areas in the country.  Pastor Paul says a big "Thanks" for the 
opportunity to grow in his faith and leadership. 
�
�
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Thank you to the following people for providing Special 
Music in July: Cecil Blankenship, June Wilson, Maggie 
Noud, Patti Fleer, and Vince Sanfilippo. 

The tentative schedule for August is: 

8-7 Cecil Blankenship                                                                                                                                                                     
8-14 Carolyn Slack Carol Muench - Organist                                                                                                                             
8-21 Maggie Noud Carol Muench - Organist                                                                                                                          
8-28 Patti Fleer 

Levere Barnett - Director of Music 
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Our many volunteers at the food pantry have been working hard 
to keep the shelves stocked and boxes and bags packed ready to 
hand out to clients.  We served 74 families in  June.  It seems 
the need for assistance always goes up during the summer 
months.   We are grateful for everyone who made donations to 
the food pantry in June.  Thank you to:  Mel and Betty Ed-
wards, Joline Logan, Don and Phyllis Northington, Jim and 
Hazel Schaffner, Ruth Buddemeyer, Franklin County United 
Way, Washington High School, Beta Sigma Phi, Ameren Mis-
souri, St. Paul's UCC Defiance, Villa Ridge Christian Church, 
and anonymous donors.  Without your support, the food pantry 
would not be able to fulfill its mission.    

Judy Schneider                                                                          
Food Pantry Coordinator 

The Festival of Sharing quilt has been sold, now we will send 
off the money. We have a few baby quilts that we will sell. If 
they are not sold, they will go to Backpacks of Love. 

There will be two baby quilts donated to the Camp Mo-Val 
dinner-auction. Also our other twin quilt is now finished for the 
Emmaus Bazaar. Now we can try to catch up with our back log. 

Quote for this month: “Ideas won’t work unless you do.” 

 Unknown 

Judy Eickmeyer and the Quilters 
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The Cemetery Board met on July 5 with the following mem-
bers in attendance: Mike Carey, Hank Anderson, Dennis Borg-
man, Billy Howard, Chuck Patterson, Alvin Gerling, and 
Byron Stolte - Sexton. Roger Fleer - Council Rep. was absent. 

The previous month’s minutes and treasurer’s reports were 
read and approved. 

Old Business:  

Byron will spray the rock wall and fix the electric in the back-
hoe shed within the next two months. 

Rev. Koch has not experienced an acoustics problem at the 
chapel. We will wait for his opinion after the next funeral to 

take further action. 

Dennis has reinvested the CDs that came due. 

New Business: The old 9N Ford tractor has a leak in the hy-
draulic system. We will need to fix this or replace it this win-
ter. Byron will check to see what is available for a replace-
ment. 

Next meeting is August. 
2. 

Respectively submitted,                                                                       
Billy Howard 
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Weds.@St.Pete’s returns in the fall.  More information will be 
coming, but the ongoing Journeymen group has already se-
lected Laura Hillenbrand’s best-selling and incredibly moving, 
inspiring book, Unbroken, as their discussion resource.  It is 
based on a true-story of a World War II POW and former 
Olympian who learns and demonstrates forgiveness despite a 
harrowing ordeal.  This group is open to all men of St. Peter’s 
and the wider community.  Pastor Paul will be placing orders 
for the book on August 15 so participants will have a chance to 
get it early and read it in advance.  Weekly discussions will 

cover the book in 
sixths.  Amazon cur-
rently lists the book 
at $14.  Please let 
Pastor Paul know if 
you would like a 
copy reserved for 
you. 
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Grace UCC, O'Fallon, MO is beginning the celebration of it's 50th anniversary.   Dur-
ing  those years, it went from being UCC, to being Grace Church United (4 denomina-
tions in 1), and back to UCC. In the early years, Dr. Bill Schwab was minister there, 
long before he came to St. Peter's. 
 

A 3-UCC church picnic is being held on August 6. One of the honored guests will be 
Carolyn Toth, widow of Grace's very first minister, Rev. Toth. She is coming from 
Pennsylvania and will be staying in town for three nights to enjoy the picnic and hope-
fully connect with some of the charter and early members of Grace. Hopefully other 
former ministers, interims, wives, and family members will also be able to attend. 
Although a much  younger and smaller  church than St. Peter's, Grace  
is an active UCC church in the community, the conference, etc.  

Submitted by Carol Muench                                                                                           
Member of SPUCC who lives in O'Fallon and attends GUCC when at home. 
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St. Peter’s, 

Thank you for your generous contribution of $255 to the         
African Great Lakes Initiative of the Friends Peace Teams in         
support of our programs in Africa. 

Charles Smith,                                                                                              
Office Administrator, Friends Peace Teams 

………………………………………………………………… 

Dear Friends, 

We have just had another successful visit with our Sister City, 
Marbach, Germany, thanks to you and others who contributed 
so generously of their time, products, and service in hosting our 
joint choir concert on June 4. With a limited budget and thanks 
to contributions like yours, we were able to feed, house, and 
entertain our German friends in our town in the warm hospita-
ble manner which has been characteristic of our twenty year 
friendship.  

Walter Hatcher, Chairman 

………………………………………………………………… 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your generous gift of $1,256 from your March 
offering and for the $75 donation to the Japan Earthquake and 
Tsunami Relief Fund. 

Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are building schools,   

equipping a network of community health facilitators and doc-
tors for ministries of healing. Gifts enable women to receive 
micro-credit loans, start small businesses, and provide for their 
families. 

Through Church World Service your gifts focus on distribution 
of relief items in evacuation centers which include food, water, 
hygiene items, clothing, and fuel. They provide stationary clin-
ics and mobile medical services and counseling services for 
pregnant women and women with young children to secure safe 
and private spaces for those living in crowded evacuation sites. 

Thank you so much for your support. 

Susan Sanders                                                                                    
One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator 

………………………………………………………………… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thank you for your recent donation of $200 to Shannondale 
Community Center. 

Your generous gift is very much appreciated. 

Mitzie J. Payne                                                                                          
Office Manager 

Ladies, Ladies, Ladies 

Please mark your calendars and 
save the date of Saturday, October 
8, 2011. 

You will want to attend the Ladies’ 
Luncheon being planned for that 
day. Make plans to invite your 
family members, co-workers, 
friends, card groups, and any lunch 
lovers. There will be beautiful 
tables, a delightful lunch served, 
and entertainment. 

Reservations will be available in 
September. 
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Monthly Minders 
Communion is served the first weekend of each month.                                                                                                                               

The first weekend of the month is the food pantry collection.                                                                                                                     
The first weekend of the month is the aluminum can collection.                                                                                                             

The MPS (Merchandize Pickup Service) Box is in the parking lot.                                                                                                      
Schnucks escrip cards - inquire at Schnucks for more information.                                                                                                        

Sign up for being a liturgist /altar flowers and/or bulletins on a new worship bulletin board in the rear of the sanctuary.                                    
If you are hospitalized and want the pastors to know, please call 239-6176.                                                                                         

Please don’t assume the pastors know about your health concerns or need for a visit.     

Please sign up to help with the Atrium Coffee Hour which follows each Sunday service. Sign up commitment is for baking, set-
up/clean-up, or serving on whichever Sunday you choose, however you wish to help. See Donna Mueller (239-2177) or check 
at the table in the Atrium each Sunday for more information and a sign-up list.                                                                                                                                                                           
Hospitality Ministry Team                                                                                                
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General & Benevolent Fund: June                                     YTD          2011 Budget          % Budget Reached 

Total Receipts   27,632.49  179,555.30  387,966       46.28 

Total Disbursements  36,695.25  205,299.01  424,748  48.33 

                                                Please note that receipts are not keeping up with budgeted disbursements.                                                    
                                  Your above and beyond giving will be greatly appreciated.                                                                                  
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Our community has a wonderful tradition of remembering departed loved ones at their funerals by receiving charitable donations 
in their memory.  Our local funeral homes make this very easy to do at the visitations and memorial services.  Amid all the de-
tails of planning for the funeral, cremation or burial, many families are at a loss on where memorials should be directed when 
asked.  Often times, a hospice or a national disease organization is thought of as they are the most immediate in coming to mind 
during the loved one’s last days. 

Dedicating your loved-one’s memory to the church that was important to them in their last days but also their entire life and 
yours is especially important and appreciated.  At St. Peter’s, memorials may be designated to a project or cause reflective of the 
departed – such as for capital projects including the Atrium Fund; the organ or music fund, in the purchase of anthems; global 
and local outreach; the church’s operations or active ministry fund – your choice.  Undesignated memorial monies go to enhance 
worship at St. Peter’s such as for the purchase of vestments, flowers, sanctuary improvements, bulletin copying costs, etc.  At 
present, our memorial fund is less than in previous years. 

The church does not charge families anything for funerals, use of the sanctuary, or custodial services.  Dollars the church receives 
are used with the best stewardship in mind.  Our office also will provide full acknowledgement to each donor and let you know 
what was received to the best of their ability.  We are thankful to all families who have made our church stronger in transforming 
a period of loss to an opportunity for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and eternal life. 

Pastor Paul 
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